Amendments to tiie Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace aU prior versions and listiig of claims i 
tqpplication: 



1. (Currently amended). A civil engineering structure cable, comprising: 
a set of traction reinforcements; 

two devices for anchoring the reinforcements iu two respective 
zones of the construction, the reinforcements being spaced apart from one 
another at the anchoring devices; 

means for deviating the reinforcements to cause H e reinforccanents 
to converge toward a running part of the cable into a substantially parallel 
bundle more compact than at the anchoring devices; and 

at least one guide member in closely set contact aound the set of 
reinforcements in the portion of the cable where the reinforcsmeots converge 
toward the running pait, said guide member having an inner sui face prescating a 
cross section adapted to a peripheral shape of the paraHol bundle and a 
longitudinal section having a convrac curvature wherdjy, over the length of the 
guide member, said convex curvature allows angular deflections of the 
reinforcements up to an angle substantially greater tham and at least dtmble a 
maximum angle of convergence of the reinforcemaits between the andioring 
device and the running part of the cable. 



2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Previously Presented). The structure cable as claimed ii^ claim 1, wherein 
the angular deflections allowed by the guide member are of at least 100 miUiradians. 

4. (Previously Presented). The structure cable as claimed i i claim 1 wherein 
the longitudinal section of the inner surfece of the guide membei has a radius of 
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curvature of at least 3 meters in a portion where said guide member s in dosciy set 
contact around the set of leinfonseinents. 

5. (Previously Presented). The structure cable as claimed in . Jaim 4, wlierein 
the radius of curvature of the longitudinal section of the inner surface of the guide 
member decreases ftom the portion where the member is in closely set cc ntact around the 
set of reinforcements toward the running part of the cable. 

6. (Previously Presented). The structure cable as claimed in slaim 1, waerein 
the guide member is mounted with a capacity fbr transverse movemen: with respect to 
one of the anchoring devices. 

7. (Previously Presented). The strucmre cable as claimed u claim I, lurthcr 
comprising means for damping transverse vibrations of the bundle of reL iforcemcm s with 
respect to one of the anchoring devices, and wherein the guide membei is placed on ttie 
set of reinforcements between the dampiiig means and said anchoring de /ice. 

8. (Previously Presented). The structure cable as claimed in claim 7, v herein 
the guide member is mounted with a limited capacity for transverse movement with 
respect to said anchoring device, so as to provide a defined stroke of the damping ricans. 

9. (Previously Presented). The structure cable as claimed in claim 7, wherein 
the anchoring device bears longitudinally against a tube connected to :he structure of a 
part of the construction and hiving the reinforcements extending therethrough, -wherein 
the damping means comprise a damper arranged between the bundle )f reinforcements 
and a support mounted at end of said tube opposite the anchoring de/ice. and ^yherein 
the support is mounted at the end of the tube by means of a connection designed to break 
when subjected to a force exceeding a predefined threshold. 

10. (Previously Presented). The strucmre cable as cla.med in claim 1, 
wherein the deviation means comprise a coUar clamped around the set of reinforcements 
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at a distance from an anchoring device, and wherein the guide member is placed c^n the 
set of reinforcements between said collar and said anchoring device. 

11. (Previously Presented). The structure cable as claimed in claim 10, 
wherein inserts are seated, togeiher with the reinforcements, in the guidi member, so as 
to maintain a spacing between tlie reinforcements inside the guide membrr. 

12. (Previously Presented). The stmcture cable as claimed in claim 11, 
wherein said inserts comprise plastic sleeves placed individualy aroun.i the 
reinforcements inside the guide member. 

13. (Previously Presented). The strucnire cable as clained in claim 12, 
wherein the inner surface of the guide member has a hexagonal cross sec ion. 

14. (Previously Presented). The stmcture cable as clained in cliim 1, 
wherein the guide member behmgs to the deviation means and contribi te to caustng the 
reinforcements to converge toward the running part of the cable. 

15. (Previously Presented). The structure cable as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the guide member comprises a body of cast plastic resin around a metal 
reinforcing tube. 

16. (Original), llie structure cable as claimed in claim 15, wherein the 
plastic resin is a polyurethane resin. 

17-24 (Cancelled). 

25. (Currently Amended). A civU engineering cable and archorconsi ruction 

comprising, in combination: 

a cable including at least two cable strands in a bundle h iving a peripheral 

shape; 
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an anchoring device for attadiment of the strands; 
a collar for maintaining the strands in said peripheral shape ami in a 
compact bundle, said collar spaced a distance from the anchoring device; 

said strands forming an angle of convergence betwee i the anchoring 

I 

device and the collar; 

a guide member positioned about the stiands inteimediate the anclioring 
device and the collar, said guide member shaped with a tubular inner siirface adaiited to 
the peripheral shape of the bundle of strands; and 

said inner surface of said guide monber having a longitudinal t^tW" 
fonning a convex cmvatuie over the length of the guide member which ollowg to,allgw 
angular deflection of the strands at least IQ Q milliradians and greater than the 
maximum angle of convergcsnce of the strands between the anchorin.} device and the 
collar. 

26. (Previously Presented). The construction of claim 25 v herein tht radius 
of curvature of the length of the inner surface of the guide member decreases from a 
portion located toward the anchoring device to a portion located toward he collar. 

27. (New). A civil engineering stmcture cable, comprising: 
a set of traction reinibrcements; 

two devices for anchoring the reinforcements m two respective zones of 
the construction, the reinforcements being spaced apart from one anoth* r at the anchoring 
devices; means for deviating the reinforcancnts to cause the jeinfijrcements to 
converge towaid a runnmg part of the cable into a substantiaUy par dlel bundle more 
compact than at the anchoring devices; 

D A ^xri*^,.ft I, A < S Jrial No.: 1(7527,147 
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at least one guide member in closely set contact aroind the sat of 
reinforcements in 

the portion of the cable where tlie reinforcements converge toward the n nning pan, said 
guide member having an iimer surface presenting a cross section adapte.1 to a peripheral 
shape of the parallel bundle and a longitudinal section having a ccmvex curvature 
whereby, over the length of the guide member, said convex curvature allows aigular 
deflections of the reinforcements up to an angle of at least 100 inilUradians and 
substantially greater than a maximum angle of convergence of the reinforcements 
between the anchoring device and the running part of the cable. 

28. (New), The stmctuie cable as claimed in claim 27 wherein the 
longitudinal section of the innei- surface of the guide member has a radiv s of curvature of 
at least 3 meters in a portion where said guide member is in closely set c mtact around the 
set of reinforcements. 

29. (New). The stmcture cable as claimed in claim 28, wherein the ra^lius of 
curvature of the longitudinal section of the inner surface of the guide member deiiieases 
from the portion where the member is in closely set contact ar)und the set of 
reinforcements toward the running part of the cable. 

30. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 27, vrherein thi: guide 
member is mounted with a capacity for transverse movement with resi.ect to ont of the 
anchoring devices. 

31. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 27, f uther coniprising 
means for damping transverse vibrations of the bundle of reinforcemer ts with respect to 
one of the anchoring devices, and wherein the guide member is pla;ed on the set of 
reinforcements between the damping means and said anchoring device. 
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32. C^ew). The steucture cable as claimed in claim 31, w lerein ttie guide 
member is mounted with a limiled capacity for transverse movement will respect to said 
anchoring device, so as to provide a defined stroke of the damping means 

33. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim U, wherein the 
anchoring device bears longitudinally against a tube connected to the structure of a part 
of the construction and having the reinforcements extending theretbroiigh. wherein the 
damping means comprise a damper arranged between the bundle of rein brcementj^ and a 
support mounted at end of said tube opposite the anchoring device, and when in the 
support is mounted at the end of the tube by means of a connection deigned to break 
when subjected to a force exceeding a predefined threshold. 

34. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 27, wheein the deviation 
means comprise a collar clamped around the set of reinforcements at a distance fitrni an 
anchoring device, and wherein the guide member is placed on the set i.f leinforccments 
between said collar and said anchoring device. 

35. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 34, waerein inserts are 
seated, together with the reinfoicements, in the guide member, so is to maintain a 
spacing between the reinforcements inside the guide member. 

36. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 35, wliercin said inserts 
comprise plastic sleeves placed individually around the reinforcement; inside tho guide 
member. 

37. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 36. vvherein the inner 
surface of the guide member has a hexagonal cross section. 

38. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 27, vherein the guide 

member belongs to the deviation means and contribute to causing the reinforcements to 

conv^ge toward the running part of the cable. 
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39. (New). The slmcture cable as claimed in claim 27, w ^eiein the guide 
member comprises a body of cast plastic resin around a metal reinforcing tube. 

40. (New). The stmcture cable as claimed in claim 39, wherein the ]ilastic 
resin is a polyurethane resin. 

41. (New). A civil engineering structure cable, comprising: 
set of traction reinforcements; 

two devices for anchoring the rcmfoicements in two respective zones of 
the construction, the reinforcements being spaced apart from one anothci at the anclioring 
devices; 

means for deviating the reinforcements to cause the reinforce ments to 
converge towani a running part of the cable into a substantially parallel bundle more 
compact than at the anchoring devices; and 

at least one guide member in closely set contact around the sat of 
reinforcements in the portion of the cable where the reinforcements con-erge toward the 
running part, said guide member having an inner surface presenting a cr )ss section 
adapted to a peripheral shape of the parallel bundle and a longitudinal sc ction having a 
convex curvature whereby, over the length of the guide member, said cc nvex curvature 
allows angular deHections of the reinforcements up to an angle substant.ally greatiT than 
a maximum angle of convergence of the reinforcements between the an goring device 
and the running part of the cable, wherein the longitudinal section of th- inner suriace of 
the guide member has a radius of curvature of at least 3 meters in a port ion where said 
guide member is in closely set contact around the set of reinforcements and wheroin the 
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radius of curvature of the longitudmal section of the inner surface of the gaide memLer 
decreases from the portion where the member is in closely set contact aroi ind the set of 
reinforcements toward the numiiig part of the cable. 

42. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 41, wierein the guide 
member is mounted with a capiicity for tcansveree movement with rcsp.«t to one of the 
anchoring devices. 

43. (New). The strucfaire cable as claimed in claim 41, fulher comprising 
ineans for damping transverse vibrations of the bundle of reinfotcemenls with resjiect to 
one of the anchoring devices, and wherein the guide member is placjd on the set of 
reinforcements between the damping means and said andioring device. 

44. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 43, ^ hesKon the guide 
member is mounted with a limited capacity for transverse movement with respect to said 
anchoring device, so as to provide a defined stroke of the damping mean 5. 

45. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 43, wheriiin the 
anchoring device bears longitudinaUy against a tube connected to the structure o'a part 
of the construction and having the reinforcements extending therethrcugh. wherein the 
damping means comprise a damper arranged between the bundle of reii forceraents and a 
support mounted at end of said tube opposite the anchoring device, and wherein the 
support is mounted at the end of the tube by means of a connection Icsigned to break 
when subjected to a force exceeding a predefined threshold. 

46. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 41, whc^rein the deviation 
means comprise a collar clamped around the set of reinforcements at i distance ixom an 
anchoring device, and whereui the guide member is placed on the set of reinfon:emente 
between said collar and said anchoring device. 
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47. (New). Tlie strocture cable as claimed in claim 46, whMcininseits are 
seated, together with the reinforcements, in the guide member. $o a:, to maintain a 
spacing between the reinforcancnts inside the guide member. 

48. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 47, wh< rein said inserts 
comprise plastic sleeves placed individually around the reinforcements inside the guide 
member. 

49. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 48, wherein the inner 
surface of the guide member has a hexagonal cross section. 

50. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 41, wherein the guide 
member belongs to the deviation means and contribute to causing the rsinforcemonts to 
converge toward the running part of the cable. 

51. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 41, therein the guide 
member comprises a body of cast plastic resin around a metal reinfotdnj. tube. 

52. (New). The simcture cable as claimed in claim 51, w ieran the plastic 
resin is a polyurethane resin. 

53. (New). A civil engineering structure cable, comprising: 
a set of traction reinforcements; 

two devices for anchoring the reinforcements in two rcspettive zone*, of the 
construction, the reinforcements being spaced apart from one another at the ant:horing 
devices; means for deviating the reinforcements to cause the rsinforcemonts to 
converge toward a nmning part of the cable into a substantially panJlel bundle more 
conq>act than at the anchoring devices; 
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at least one guide member in closely set contact aroimd the set of 
reinforcements in the portion of the cable ^ere the reinforcements con-erge toward the 
running part, said guide member having an inner surface presenting a cross section 
adapted to a peripheral shape of the paraUel bundle and a longitudinal section having a 
convex curvature whereby, over the length of the guide member, said t onvex curvature 
allows angular deflections of the reinforcements np to an angle substant ally greaUr than 
a maximum angle of convergence of the reinforcements between Ihc jnchoring device 
and the running part of the cable; 

a tube connected to the structure of a part of the constnictioa and having the 
reinforcements extending therethrough, one of the anchoring ievices bearing 
longitudinally against said tube; 

a damper arranged between the bundle of remforeemems and a tupport 
mounted at an end of said tube opposite said one of the anchoring dev.ces, for djonping 
transverse vibrations of the bundle of reinforcements with respect o the anchoring 
device; and 

wherein the guide member is placed on the set of reinforcements between the 
damper and said anchoring device, wheiein the guide member is moon cd with a limited 
capacity for transverse movement with respect to said anchoring devict , so as to provide 
a defined stroke of the damper, wherein said support is mounted at the caid of the tube by 
means of a connection designed to break when subjected to a fi-rce excei ding a 
predefined threshold. 

54. (New). A civil engineering structure cable, comprising: 

a set of traction reinforcements; 
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two devices for anclioring the reinforcements in two respect ve zones of the 
construction, the reinforcements being spaced apart fiom one another v4 the anchoring 
devices; means for deviating the reinforcements to cause the re nforcemaits to 
converge towaid a nmning part of the cable into a substantially parallel bimdle more 
compact than at the anchoring devices; and 

at least one guide member in closely set contact arojnd the set of 
reinforcements in the portion of the cable where the reinforcements con/erge towj.rd the 
running part, said guide member having an inner surface presenting a cross section 
adapted to a peripheral shape of the parallel bundle and a longitudinal section having a 
convex curvature wheieby, over the length of the guide member, said .convex cuivatuie 
allows angular deflections of the reinforcements up to an angle substantially greater than 
a maximum angle of convergence of the iwiforcements between the mchoring device 
and the running part of the cable, wherein the guide member compris.« a body of cast 
plastic resin around a metal reinforcing tube. 

55. (New). The sliuctuie cable as claimed in claim 54, ^ /herein thi! guide 
member is mounted with a capacity for oransverse movement with iesi>eot to one of the 
anchoring devices. 

56. (New). The strucmre cable as claimed in claim 54, f irther comprising 
means for damping transverse vibrations of the bundle of reinforcemei ts with respect to 
one of the anchoring devices, and wherein the guide member is pla»d on th.: set of 
reinforcements between the damping means and said anchoring device. 

57. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 54, wh. lein the deviation 
means comprise a collar clamped around the set of reinforcements at distance aom an 
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anchoring device, and wherein ihe guide member is placed on the set o reinforce.nents 
between said collar and said anchoring device. 

58. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 57, wherein insa ts are 
seated, together with the reinforcements, in the guide member, so a? to maintain a 
spacing between the reinforcements mside the guide member. 

59. (New). The sinicture cable as claimed in claim 54, wherein the guide 
member belongs to the deviation means and contribute to causing the r jinfoicemonts to 
converge toward the ninning part of the cable. 

60. (New). The structure cable as claimed in claim 54, wherein the plastic 
resin is a polyurethane resin. 
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